
Junior College Planning 
Fall 2023



Counselor Contact 

• Ms. Auriel McDermott : A -Di

amcdermott@delranschools. org, ext. 3012

• Ms. Laura Foster: Dj-Li

lfoster@delranschools.org, ext. 3010

• Brittany Cairns: Lj-Ro

bcairns@delranschools.org, ext. 3229

• Patrick Tonero: Rp-Z

ptonero@delranschools.org, ext. 3006



Tonight’s Goals

• Provide an overview of post-secondary options

• Present factors impacting college admissions

• Identify student/family responsibilities in this process

• Present available tools and resources

• Offer a general timeline for junior year



From DHS to…

• Class of 2023

• 80% of last year’s graduates continued their education at a 4-year 
or 2-year college or university or trade school

• 51% at a 4-year school

• 24% at a 2-year school

• 5% at a vocational/technical school

• 20% pursued employment or enlisted in the military



Most Commonly Applied to 4-year schools

• Rowan University 

• The College of New Jersey 

• West Chester University of Pennsylvania 

• Rutgers, the State University of NJ

• University of Delaware

• Penn State University

• Temple University

• Drexel University

• Philadelphia University + Thomas Jefferson University

• Stockton University



• Main campus in Mt. Laurel, NJ (Formerly BCC)

• 2*-year community college, Associates Degree

• Open Admission

• Major specific standards, including standardized testing 
requirement for Nursing

• Spring Ahead Program for high school seniors 

• Certificate and professional development programs

• 3+1 majors in collaboration with Rowan University



Factors Influencing College Admissions

• Earned grades

• Strength of curriculum

• Admissions test scores *

• Extra-curricular involvement 

• Student’s essay

• Student’s demonstrated interest

• Letters of recommendation

• College/university specific enrollment strategies 



Grades

• GPA at time of application is cumulative to end of Junior year

• Use caution when comparing our GPA scale to colleges’ reported 
averages, unweighted GPA is available

• Search “Freshman Class Profile at School Name” for most current 
accepted average range

• Colleges often recalculate GPA

• Rank provides context within our community but is not global

• Progression is the goal

• Senior year schedule and first marking period grades have value





Standardized Testing

• PSAT were taken Wednesday, 10th and 11th graders October 25th

• Predictor of future SAT result
• Scores are never officially reported
• Ability to connect to College Board resources

• PSAT results available in December/January
• Comprehensive score report
• Ability to link to Khan Academy for free, personalized online 

tutoring

• SAT and ACT score Choice allows for students to test multiple times 
without risk





Importance of Subjective Measures

• Extra-curricular involvement *
• Resume in Naviance

• Student’s essay

• Student’s demonstrated interest
• College visits

• Virtual Open Houses

• Direct Admission Representative contact

• Letters of recommendation

• Interviews



Current Trends in College Admissions
• The total number of applicants is increasing after pandemic lows

• Students applying to a higher number of colleges

• Test-optional policies remain with some reshaping

• Increased attention to international applicants

• Early applications increase

• Colleges protecting yield, waitlists grow

• Changing finances in homes and at colleges

• Personal essay remains important, not just for content but also writing 

ability



Developing a College List

• Determine a target number of applications, considering the time and 
financial investment required

• National average is 7-10, slightly fewer at DHS

• The best list contains a range of schools based on available 
admissions data (target, reach, probable)

• The true cost of attendance cannot be determined at the time of 
application, financial aid and scholarships are offered after admission

• Know yourself, know your prospective colleges and search for the 
best match, not simply the best school
• Niche.com 

• Start early and refine with time

https://www.niche.com/colleges/search/all-colleges/


Naviance

• Naviance is used throughout the college search and application 
process

• Each student has a unique Naviance account assigned in 9th grade 
(passwords have recently changed)

• Each staff member also has a unique Naviance account used to 
prepare and send letters of recommendation and other electronic 
documents to support students’ applications

• Senior students will NOT be able to complete their college 
applications without Naviance



Naviance Resume Builder



Naviance College Search



Naviance Colleges I’m Thinking About



College Board Big Future



Counselor Canvas Modules 



Navigating a College’s Website
• Most colleges have long excelled at digital marketing

• Virtual open houses
• Opportunities to connect with professors and current students

• Navigating the Home Page
• Can provide insight on campus happenings, is student and faculty research highlighted, are the 

guest speakers and other campus events
• Standard tabs: Academics, Student Life, Admissions, Financial Aid

• Academics
• Is your desired major offered, if undecided are a broad range of majors available, which require 

direct admission

• Admission
• Undergraduate/prospective student
• Identify your regional Admissions Representative

• Financial Aid
• Estimated cost of attendance
• School specific scholarships



Special Circumstances

• NJ STARS top 15% at end of junior or senior year

• Prospective student athletes should register with the NCAA Eligibility 
Center at eligibilitycenter.org

• Prospective student athletes should conference with their Counselor to 
ensure that they are on track to meet NCAA core course requirements

• Students with an IEP or 504 Plan should conference with their Case 
Manager and/or Counselor to discuss possible disclosure during the 
application process

• First generation college students and those who meet economic 
qualifications for Equal Opportunity Fund programs may have a unique 
application process



Fall of Junior Year 

• Make every effort to maintain strong grades and connections with 
teachers

• Reconnect with Naviance, log-ins may have changed

• Discuss college search criteria at home: location, size, finances

• Begin your college search and build a broad list of prospective schools

• Connect with colleges of interest - campus visits, virtual events, join 
mailing lists

• Consider how to continue extracurriculars and other interests outside of 
the classroom

• Take the PSAT and begin to prepare for the SAT/ACT.

• Schedule SAT and/or ACT testing    



Winter of Junior Year

• Conference with teachers and counselor to make appropriate course 
selections for senior year

• Continue to research colleges with the goal of refining a list of 
prospective schools

• Continue standardized testing attempts, use PSAT scores to refine 
your test prep efforts (Khan Academy)

• Update your resume in Naviance

• Reflect on your relationships with teachers with a focus on future 
letters of recommendation


